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Joirur srArEMENl.
of lhe Goverirme.t of ilre Republic df the Philippi.es (GIUr)

Paner ifor peace 'r'alks^wrilr ltit cPrvr'rr,rlinror
and [re Natlorral Denrocratlc front lNUff n.i.["tio,,

The GRp pa*el heaclecl by Chairmon j-lo{"ord e. Dee and the NDFDelegation headed.ty vicc 'ctraiip.rron for International Affairs Luiifala'dorri held talki frorrr l0 to 14 lune rgga i;-ureukele', TheNetherla'ds. These talks. rvere held to rq13u..'il,u'f.u.u negotiations
pursuant to lhe Joint Decraration of the cRp and ttie Nor s'igned onSepternber l,lggl itr The Flague, The Nethfr.larrds tf,*,i..forUr, ThI Hrgu.Declarati<ln). 

,

'. Other parlicipants in ilre GRp delegatidu were Representative fose V.
Yap arrd Atly. Silv.estre I-1. Uello III, pailef Merrrbers; fi.pi.r.ntrtive |esusG. Dureza, Pa.el Adviser;; state counsel Teresita t. ;;t;;; aRp d;constiltant; and Executive Director Maria lorq,.,.u G'.--ourlpun of the GRp
Panel Sgcretariat.

h other,llarticipants in the NDF' Delegation rvere Asterio pali'ra, NDF
Representative to.the Norrlic countries; Coni Lcclesrna, [xecutive Director,
lvDF lnternational office; and Ruth de Leo'n, Meinbeis of the Delegation.
others.p'tresent during the talks were professor: yose Maria.biso,, o,,j Fid.l
Agcaoili as NDF Consultanls,

ltjy . 1o*:o T..1!apu.tong of rhe ptritippine peace Ccnrer also
pa;ticipated as Legal Consultant. i

The riisctrssions ivere frank and candicl."l'lrese allowed for (larificatiofr
of issues nrtd perlpectives on both.r.i{,.r: Areas of agreenrent and
disagreernent rverd .also defined, whicli include u'no,ig othcrs the
follorving:

L Corrfirtence bulldiug and goodwlll rneasures

Tlrese ate.lTieasures voluntarily undertht en by eiilrer side,
preconditions to,tlre holding or condirct o[ peace'negotiations,
ineans to irnprove the clirnate therefor. ,

l. The NDF asserls tliat the rlghts pf irolitical prisoners rnust be
respected.. The NDF further asserti that'; pulitical prisoners strould not
be treatcd, charged, prosecrrted ot .o4ui,tted as' .o"r*on-.,1i;t";l;:
Finalll', ttre NDF asserts that the GRf shdultl stop its pollcy and practice
of treatlng and prosecuting political prispnors as cornmon crirninals.

Tlre Gl(l''ar:d the NDI; reaffirmed ilreir' adhererue to The Hague
alion.
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In respcrrse, lhe GRF l'arrt I dcnies.tlrat.ltrcre are.pglitJel priso^ers.
Furthaf, thc cI{P I'anel reiterates GRp,s Fgl.cy that oiGnduri 'rur,o *ay
hat'e committed crirnes itr pursuit.of potitlcal encls are to be chargei
ra'ith said "1;olitical" crlnres is may be *arriurted by the evidence.

2. 'Ihe GKP Panel shall transrnlt to its f,rincipal the NDF proposal
for the expedltious relcase of offeirderd rvhd are founcl 'io-'fr""a
comtnitted critrtes ltr^ pursult of politiqal objecttves, incluclirrg those
clrar'ged a|d/or convicied of conrrnon crinres comntitted ln tlre"pursuit
of .political objectives. l'he NDF shall furnisilr a non-binding list tf iaid
prisoners/detainees, lrrespective of their pdliticat affiliations

3. The GRP Pnrret acl<norviedges tecflpti o( the NDF letter. dated l0' 
Jtrne l9t)4 containlng ttre findirigs' of tirq:NDF on the J0 lnlssine
nrilltary nrrcl police pet'sutrtrel of lhe GI[P, ind lnterrcls to respond tI
said letter lpprvprlately, 

, 
I

'i. The NDF favorably endorses thel.iJtn,, (or tndenrnlficatiori of
tlre vlctltns of human tlghts vlolatiotts durlng the Marcos dictatorshlp
for at'ledst30 pbrcent of the inoney to be teqoierecl frotn'itr" S*frr fr""l
deposits of the Marcosep. 

i ,

The CRP Panel shall report this to lts principal:

5. The NDF asserts lts irrtegrlty atrcl slrall corrsider it a vi6latlon of
The l'lague Declaratiorr if the Glllj enteri lnto talks rvith any person or
entlty ;rretendirrg to tepr'eseirt the NDF or arry of its organizitio,,s.

The cRI'asseris. its Prerogative to-'aclo_pt its owrr policy,in ilris
nratter and lrr so doing, ttoes not consld,er it a violation of Tlie Hague
Declaratiorr.

IL Issues Dlscussed 
,

6. The NDF asserts lts vigorous objection to the adopiloh of
Proclainatloh Nos. 347 nnd 348 as amerlded by proclamailon Nd. 372,
orr tlte grburrd that tirese irroclanratlons violati tlie letter and splrlt oi
Tlre Flague Declrrpatlon; lnoye partlcularly, l)aragraph 4 arrd paragraph
5tt rvlticlt ntandatb that tlte subject matter cqvered by the proclarnatlons
properlv belongs-to tlre strbstairtlve agerida'of the fortt of negotlatlons.
Fttrthermorer such nnrnesty'progfarn, idopted whiie peace ne-gotiatlons
are being conducted, lmpitrges trpon the organizatiorial irrtegrity of the
NDF.

The GRP Patrel reasserts lts flrrh poiltton that the lssuance of the
aforesaid drnriesty proclairratlons, witlroqt prejudice to any other
anrnesty tlrat rnay result from peace hegotlftions, does not violate ihe
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letter and s1:tirit of The I-laguo Declaratidn. lnctutllrrg paragraph 4 and
5b thereo[. I-he CIU' takes the positiori tllat the said'proclirrrations
respond to expressed desires of fornier rpbeJs for nnrrresiy so ltrat they
may live nornral lives irr Peace, arrd thB need to strike an equitable
balatrce througli aurnesty for agerrts of tirb state to pronrote a clinrate of
national recotrciliatiorr.

7. The NDF asserts its objections to Executive Order No. 125 on ttre
ground that it seeks to irnpose upon the ppace negotiatlons the GRP
constitution as the frdmework for the pehce,talks and is in violation of
The Hague Declaration.

The GRlt Panel reafflrtns its positiorr theft the GRP cornmitrnent to
Consfitutional processes and thu llule df Larv as errunciated in

. Executive Order No, 125 does not violatg The Flague Declaration, nor
dues it tnenri that it will cite the CRP Cbnstitutlon as a basis for
rejecting rvhat otherwise tvould be just a4d vnlid proposals for reforms
lrt society. If lt ii shown irt fact that cgrtain provisions of the GRP
Constitul,lon hindcr the attaitrment of geiruipe refornrs, the GRP Panel
is rvllling to recotnrnend to CRP authorlitiqs arnendments thereto. In
this cotrtext, lt ls clear that GRP's adherence lo Constltutlonal processes
does hot constitut€ the Inrpositlon of the GRP Constltutlon as
frametvork for tfte neace talks,

B. Uotli sides,tecognlze the need fqr furthei discussioll on the
ptovisiorrs 9f f\e Fllguq Declaia.tion_that will.lead, to agreeinents'ln
cirder to realize the objectives of The Flague peclaration.

lli. Agreetircnt F.egaidhig the Next ftound of Talks

9, fhe GRP I'arrel arrtJ the NDF Delef,ation shall irold the next
rouhd of talks to discuss- and a$reg upon the sequence and
opurntiohalirntion of reciprucal rvorking conrmlttees lcading towards
the forrrrnl talks.

10. Tlre GRP Panel ancl the NDF Delegation hereby agt'ee to idopt
safety aird irnmtririty guarantees for persotrtlel r+ho will parUcipate in
the peace negoiiatiotrs as ttegotiators, stafferE, consultants and security
personnel, and the ground rules (or frltul'e talks. Details shall be
rliscusser{ and agreed upon by both parties ln due tirne.

In regard to the ttext routrcl of talks, the, GRP Pancl and the NDF
Delegatioir lrcreby agree orl lhe fdllowirrg:

. lo.f The riext r<rttud of talks sliall be held in tlte tJenelux
rvithirr the lhird quarter of 1994.
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10.2 The agenda uf the rrexl roui'rtl of talks strail lr,citr<le thJ
follorvirrg:

a. Openittg Statcments

b. Review of goodrvill and confi4.pcc-building rneasures

c. Review ancl discussion of i.s{res'

d. Safcty ancl irrrtuurrity guararrteed

e. Cround rules for the fomral pea[e negotiations

ll[. r\greenrent url specifics of ifre'four rnajor points of the
sttlrslautiue agenda;

g. Agenda of the filst fonnal p.p."'tregotiatious

1) Exchange of credentials

2) Setluence ln the (onnqtlcin Qf the feciprocal
corirrn lt teer 

, 
I

3) Forrnatioir o[ itre Cnf Patiel and NDF Parrel
rvorking'conrnrittees that shall i:g agreed uporr

4) Sequetrce of dlscussions of tlie itettrs under .eaclt trrajor
headir.g

. lr,.,Date anrl vcrrue uf the ollening of the lortrtal peace
lrcguiratrons.

rvorkirlg

recl procal

s

-{

I

I

I

13

www.theirwords.org



6FP-NDF Joirtl Slaletrtortl

Governrnerrt of the Republic

[{orvard Q. Dee
Chairtnan, CI(P Panel
for Peace Talks
rvith the CPP/NPA/hlDF

lr,lerrrber, GRP Panel

l.fatiorral Db.rnocratic Fron(
oi the l'lrlllpplnes

NDF Vice Chalrperson for
Liternational Aflairs
8t l{ead of NDF Delegation

A.,DA;/ 4rz),*,
--Q-'-&&'*--
Asterio Palirna
lu{etnber, N DF Delega tio2--.--_--.tt

'.\

Coni Ledesnra
Metrrber, NDF

)

rt\ tr n {:__-_!EH!::-*:'
l{uth de Leott
Menrber, NDF Dclegatiort

--Mr41{K:T;;;idL. ae Co'iro
State Cotrnsel
CRP Legnl Cu.tstrl(aut

T^

/bL9c"LLLFaL. ----_/-- ---a--
ltdria Lot'u'uzn C. Dalupan
Eiecutive Director'
GRP Partel Secretariat

Maria Slson
NDF Cotrsultant
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