DEED OF COMMITMENT

Ve, the representatives of the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) and
the Karenni Army (KAY

ASirm the definition of children, stipulated in the Convention on the Rights of the
Chitd, 23 individuals aged below 18 years old;

Recognize that children without distincfion, by réason of thelr ;‘3?1'?5‘%‘ = and
mental vulnerability, need special and appropriate protection, assisiance and
cars;

Affirm that the rights of children require special protection and continuous
improvemeant for their development and education in conditions of peace and
securiy;

Consider that children should be fully prepared to live an indivicual fife in socisty
and are brought up in the spirlt of peacs, dignity, iolerancs, freadom, egualily and
solidarity, and with the guidance and support of their parents;

Recognize the importance of co-operation for improving the living conditions of
children in Myanmar and along the Thal-Myanmar horder;

Take due account of the importance of the traditions, and cultural and sthnic
values, of each people in Myanmar for the protection and harmonious |
development of each child;

Disturbed by the harmful and widespread impatt of armed conflict on children
and the longterm conssquences it has for durable peacs, securily and
development,

Recognize that, in Myanmar and along the hordars, there are children lving iIn
exceptionslly difficult conditions and  thet such children nesd special
consideration;

Coandemn the use and recruitment of children as soidisrs;

Agree that a “child soldier” is defined as: "any person under 18 years of ags who
is or who has bean recruitad or used by an armed force or group in any capaciy,
including but not limited to a child used as fighters, cooks, porters, Messengers,
spies or for sexual purposes, i doss not only refer to 2 child who is taking or has
taken an active part in hostiliies” :
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‘Recognize the "adoption of Seourity- Sounci—Resoiution 1852 {2005} =
E3
i

Wsalcome the adoption of the following legal instruments for the protection of
children associated with armed groups and forces: Cptional Protocol on the
involvement of Children in Armed Confict which raises the age of possible
recruftment of persons into armead forces and their participation in hostilities
sightesn; international Labour Organization Convention No. 482 on the
Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Wors$ Forms of
Child Labour which prohibiis forced or compuisory recrisitment of children for
use in ammad conflict, and the Rome Statute of the international Criminal
Court, which categorizés the comscriofion. enfisiment or use in hostilities of
children under the age of 15 as war crimes in both international and non-

intermnational armed conflicts:

nd
previous Security Councll resolutions on children and armad sonfict and the

neesd (o comply with the infernational noms contained therein;

We hereby declare our commitment and adherence 1o the principles of Optional
Protoco! fo the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvament of
children in armed conflict and shall take the nacessary and immediate actions, as
foliows:

1. We will not recruit or use in any circumsiances, “voluntarily® or by foree,
persons under the age of 18 vears under any cireumsiances;

2. We will undertake all feashie measures io prevent such recrulitmsnt and

~ use of children as soidiers within the KNEP and KA

3. We will permit the monitoring, by indepsendent third partiss agreed upon,
of our commitment and adhsrence fo the principles of the Optionat
Protocol and compliance with the provisions thereof

4. We will undertake to make the principles and provisions of the Optional
Protocol widely known and promoted by appropriate means, within owr
own organizations and communities we work with:

5. We will underiake sl feasible measurss to ensurs that children within our

___}i,_;{é_@gﬁ,%g;{i@@f;};;;ﬁ@ﬁgﬁj@&ﬂ;Et%:.& or used in hostiliies are demobilized or

othenwise released from service, a5 siaia T i & comprehansive Planof
Action, developed in close cooperation with the United Nations Country
Team, as stated in the Uniled Nations Security Council Resolution 1812

6. We will ziso faciiitate the provision of appropriate assistance by United
Nations agencies, international development organizations and MNGOs, for
the physical and psychological recovery and sociat reintegration of
gemobilized or released children within the KNPE and KA,

7. We will cooperate with other intsrnational and  non-government
organizations in the mplementaiion of the orinciples of the Optional
Protosol, including in the prevertion of any activity that leads o the
recrultment and use of children in armed confict,
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Wig].Gen Bes Hioo
Commandsr-in-chisf

K Hige Bu Peh
Chalrman
Warenni Mational Progressive Party Karenni Army

Date: April 13, 2007
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