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SECRETARY- GENERAL

On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to transmt herewith
the text of the Protocol on Political Questions and the Bi shkek Menorandum
signed at the conclusion of the inter-Tajik talks in Bishkek on 18 May 1997 (see
annexes | and I1).

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annexes

circul ated as a docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) Z. ESHVAMBETOVA
Per manent Representative
of the Kyrgyz Republic
to the United Nations
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Annex |

Protocol on Political Questions, signed in Bi shkek
on 18 May 1997

In order to achi eve peace and national accord in the country and in
accordance with the Protocol on the fundanental principles for establishing
peace and national accord in Tajikistan, of 17 August 1995, and the Agreenent
and Protocol on the Basic Functions and Powers of the Conm ssion on Nationa
Reconciliation, of 23 Decenber 1996, which was signed by the President of the
Republic of Tajikistan, E. S. Rakhnonov, and the |eader of the United Tajik
Qoposition, S. A Nuri, the delegations of the Government of the Republic of
Taji kistan and the United Tajik Opposition (hereinafter referred to as "the
parties”), in inplementation of instructions by the President and the | eader of
the United Tajik Opposition, have drawn up and adopted the Statute on the
Conmmi ssion on National Reconciliation, which is an integral part of this
Protocol. The Agreenent and Protocol of 23 Decenber 1996, which were signed in
Moscow, are also an essential part of it. The parties also reached agreenent on
the foll owing basic political questions:

1. The President and the Comm ssion on National Reconciliation shal
adopt the reciprocal -pardon act as the first political decision to be taken
during the initial days of the Conmission's work. No later than one nonth after
t he adoption of the reciprocal -pardon act, the ammesty act shall be adopted.

2. The Central Electoral Conmission on Elections and the Hol ding of a
Ref erendum shal | be established for a transitional period with the inclusion in
its nenbership of 25 per cent of the representatives of the United Tajik
Opposi tion and shall conduct the el ections and referendum before the begi nning
of the work of the new professional Parlianment and the establishnment of the new
Central Electoral Comm ssion of the Republic of Tajikistan

3. The reform of the Government shall be carried out by incorporating
representatives of the United Tajik Opposition into the structures of the
executive branch, including mnistries, departnments, |ocal governnment bodies and
judicial and | aw enforcenent bodies on the basis of a quota. The candi dates put
forward shall be appointed in accordance with a proposal by the United Tajik
Qpposition followi ng consultati ons between the President and the Chairman of the
Conmi ssion on National Reconciliation

4. The bans and restrictions on activities by the political parties and
novenents of the United Tajik Opposition and the nass information media shall be
lifted by the authorities of Tajikistan after the conpletion of the second phase
of the inplementation of the Protocol on Mlitary Questions. The politica
parties and novenents of the United Tajik Opposition shall function within the
framework of the Constitution and the laws in force of the Republic of
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Taji kistan and in accordance with the nornms and guarantees set forth in the

general agreement on the establishment of peace and national accord in the
country.

(Signed) E. RAKHMONOV (Signed) A NURI
Presi dent of the Republic Leader of the United
of Tajikistan Taj i k Opposition

(Signed) G MERREM
Speci al Representative of
t he Secretary-CGenera
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