Our Principles on Military Doctrine

1. In times of war, [the ELN] will work to reduce to the maximum unnecessary human
sacrifice and suffering by the enemy; this is because combatants will limit their actions to
complete only the mission they have been entrusted with; and at all times, they will respect
the combatant’s ethical code, specifically the rules of behavior of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

2. [The ELN] will give humanitarian treatment to enemies who have surrendered or been
wounded in combat and will respect their dignity and provide them with the aid necessary
for their condition.

3. Within our ranks, we will not permit or tolerate abuses against the population; they are
our reason for being and our relationship with them should be above reproach.

4. Our revolutionary ethic obligates us to be rigorous in avoiding military actions that can
harm civilians and our people. This is the essence of our ethics and behavior.

5. It is important to underscore that during armed conflict there are unforseen
circumstances and critical situations that can overcome the best intentions. But we, the ELN,
are willing to discuss attitudes that, after appropriate analysis, may be punishable if they
merit such action, in accordance with our rules of conduct and internal regulations.

www.theirwords.org Unofficial Translation





